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THE LORD SHALL BUILD UP zroN. 
HE SHALL APPEAR IN HIS GLORY. 


THIS SHALL BE WRITTEN FOR THE 
CENTRATION TO COME.——DAVID. 
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DEDICATION. 


To his Excellency JOSIAH TATTNALL, 
junior, Governor of Georgia. 


SIR, 


THE plan of this work being drawn, and 
bumbly commended to the divine bleffing, a folici- 
tude arofe to prefix a name to it, tebich, in confer- 
ring celebrity, might facilitate its execution, Ke- 
prefing my rifing difidence,  bope Iwas not illau- 
dably amoitious in applying to your Excellency for 
ibis purpofe. 


The highly gratifying refult is abroad, and, for 
the diftinguifecd honor it confers, Itake tbe liberty, 
in this public manner, moft refpedfully to reqgucft 
your acceptance of my very grateful acknowledg- 
wets. 


May Georgia ever boaft an “ excellent Theo- 
philus,’? in bis private capacity to adorn, and in 
bis public charaéter, to patronize “ Religion and 
virtue, fources from which [pring the moft lafting, 
and inefiimable bleffings !’* 


In the meridian of life, refleGine luftre on the 
Summit of dignity and power in the flate, long, fir, 
may you evince, to an extenfive circle of polifoed 
Friends, bow far the urbanity of the gentleman, and 
ihe {plendor of rank, may be qualified, and improv~ 
ed, by the milder, but immortal glories of ibe chrif= 
tian religion | 


Wiio every fentiment of the higheft refpc, I 
have the bonor to fubfcribe myfelf your Lxcellency’s 
much obliged, and moft obedient fervant, 


HENRY HOLCOMBE, 
Savannah, May 25, 1802. 











~~ 


PREFACE 


« 


GS eveRAL able pens have been laudably eme 
ployed on the Geography, the Laws, and the Polie 
Cnt of this ftate; but its ftill more important ec+ 
cicfiaftical affairs have been negiecicd, and are 
finking, a pace, into unmerited oblivion. Many 
religious bodies exift, and fome flourifh, ameng us, 
unknown to the public, and the memories, Virtues, | 
and labors, of the moft eminent minifers concern- 
ed in their eftablifhment, reft in unprofitable 
filence, though capable of {peaking the moft intel- 
Jigible, and energetic language—the language of 
example. Events, however remarkable, and deaths 
which prove that the happy, and triumphant fub- 
jects of them do not die, and thus difarm the king 
of terrors, muft cither make their ephemerous 
appearance in a newfpaper, or be confined to a ftill 
{maller, and lefs con{picuous circle. 


Teste are circumftances which the real friends 
of religion will readily admit lay a juft claim to 
their attention. Befides, many among us, impro- 
perly, called chriftians, interpretively plead for 
prompt affiftance. i:ngaged in no honeft purfuir, 
and regardiefs of every call to common indutftry, 
they have ignobly yielded to the difgraceful, and 
ruinous dominion of their brutal lufis. Thefe 
dupes of infidelity, and_flaves to fin, infeft al] 
parts of our country, prow! through our cities, and 
crowd our prifons. Nota few, whoare entitled 
to more refpect than is due to the indolent, the in~ 
temperate, the fraudulent, or the profane, are 
fhamefully inattentive to their own true intereits, 
aS well as to thofe of the community. Some of 
thefe contemptuoully difregard the holy fcriptures, 
the fabbath, the pud/ic, and, it is prelumable, the 
private, worfhip of God; and others, with high 
pretences to mora? worth, and at leaft, political 
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faracity, treat thofe facred, and only bulwarkg 
of our deare(ft rights and privileges, with unblufhs 
ing infolence. ; 
In confequence of thefe proceedings, it 
muft not be concealed that, as @ people, We 
are already tinged with the foulest crimes, and, 
by the baleful glare of various gigantic vices, 
menaced with utter deftruction. O that I could 
exclude from our black catalogue, I will not tay 
drunkennefS, nor profanity, nor perjury, nor theft, 
nor fornication, nor adultery; but, O! that | 
could, at leaf, fay that we are not liable toa 
charge of murder, or if to this weighty accusation, 
yet, surely not to that of sodomy! Ina land mourns 
ing on account of fuch fins, and pained with the 
irremediable inefficacy of *buman laws, fome have 
afked if thefe, and other exifting means of order 
and happinefs, might not be aided, at this time, by 
a periodical publication, The cautigus reply has 
been, ‘* Weare not ripe for any thing of this naq 
ture. It mufl be deferredtoa future day. Learn, 
ing and religion, here, are in their infancy, Let 
us depend on foreigners, well known to fame, ta 
write for us, and improve our minds by their learns 
ed labors. Fer us to attempt, without better 
qualifications, to publifh a work, in this age of rea 
finement, would be only to expofe ourfelves.’’ 
THe anxious guerifis, at firft, were chilled, 
and palfied by thefe fuggeftions; but they have 
fince confidered that in countries where Arts and 
Sciences moft flourifh, they were very imperfect in 
their origin; that they muft forever rife into per- 
fection by flow degrees; that writing, and publith- 
ing whether we are treated with filent contempt, 
or honored with public notice, are fome of the 
beft means of improving us inthefe Arts ; and that 
diffuafion from introducing a periodical work, 
till we are qualified to conduct it, with tafte and 
ability, 
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ability, is like an injunction not to go into the 
water, till we learn tofwim, or not to attempt 
faving our beloved country, nor precious fouls, 
from ruin, by ufing fome of the moft powerful 
means we bave, till we can more fmoothly round 
our periods ! 

Urcep by, what we ftill conceive to be, the 
necefiiy of the meafure, we again, refpectiully en 
quire, if we may not, though :#faats in learning 
and religion, rationally indulge the pleafing hope 
of contributing, with effect, towards the maturity 
of both literature and piety, by combining and 
properly directing our efforts, in the encourage- 
ment and fupport of a periodical piece, for that 
important, becaufe all-comprebending purpose ? 
| We can, at leaft, make the experiment, and 
be but where we were, if we fai/ in this Repository, 
To juftify almoft any’ liberties of which young 
hands may wiih to avail themfelves, was a motive 
that influenced the choice of a /it/e for this piece. 
Among Georgians, especial/y, to whom it will 
probably, with a few exceptions, be eventually 
confined, it promifes admiflion, and fecurity, to 
ewhatever sketches may be confidered interefting 
in a religious, or moral view, without exgaging to 
furnifh any purely original, or completely finifh. 
ed productions. It is ready to receive, and may 
be expected to contain, analized intelligence from 
every part of the Chriftian world; a drief view of 
the rife, and prefent circumftances of all reli. 
gious bodies in the flate; saccing accounts of the 
conftitution and incorporation of churches; minutes 
-of their affociations, or conferences; the ordination 
of minifters ; opening places of worfhip; remarka« 
ble converfions ; revivals in religin ; Short judi 
cious effays on any fubje& of importance; the out. 
. lines, or an anal) sis, ot good fermons ; interefting 
Bae deaths, of perfons of all defcriptions; well authen- 
| ticated 
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ticated anecdotes; felect fenrences, poetry, and 
fwch remarks on the works ahd ways of God, it 
Creation, Providence; and Grace, as may excite at» 
tention to the foorfieps of divine intelligence and 
gdcdnefs, and thereby illuftrate; and confirm the 
kaly fcriptures. | te : 
On the pages enriched with thefe materials, 
the public may be affured, the fpirit of a party 
hill never breathe. Controverfy will be careful- 
ly avoided, and the ftricteft impartiality obferved 
towards all denominations. Perfons, nor parties, 
a> fuch, have nothing to hope, nor fear from this 
publication. The only enemy it will know, is 
fx, and the only interefts it is interided to cherith, 
atid promote, are thofe of holine/s. There is 
nothing to rifk in afferting that periodical works, 
when judicioufly planned, and properly conducted, 
are calculated to be of the moft extenfive utility. 
This is clearly evinced by théir numerous benefh~ 
cial effects, both in Europe, and in fome of the 
moft enlightened parts of the United States The 
@dvantage of chofe elegant velficles of divine 
knowledge, have been realized but by a few indi~ 
widuals in Georgia. The difficulties and dangers 
of fettling a frontier country, the variety, and dif- 
éordance of habits and prejudices, among emi- 
grants from all parts of the world, the Britith war, 
and of late, the facility with which property is 
acquired, have prevented attention to things which 
require fome abftraction from the common pure, 
fuits of life, and the voluntary concurrence of 
numbers, to give them exiftence. But as the 
goipe! has run, and, in many initances, been glo- 
rified among us, in reconciling finners to God, and 
one another, it is hoped, that no exifting obftacles 
can, vow, hinder the execution of this defign. 
Ir ts morally certain, that nothing can, if we 
except want of iucliaation; and it is not eafy to 
conceive 
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Conceive how #bis can be experienced, as we are 
favored with profpects and refources calculated to 
excite, becaufe they can fo abundantly reward our 
exertions. The territory we inhabit is wnple, an 

diftinguifhed by every advantage of foil and cli- 
mate. Our wealth and numbers increafe with a 
feldom paralleled rapidity. Leg: flative provifion 
is liberally made for the endowment of feminaries 
of learning; throughout the ftate. Our arinually 
increafing exports, wafted to various, and diftant. 
quarters, procure us, in return, all the fruits of 
ingenuity, arid the luxuries of every clime. Thefe 
bounties of a kind Providerice, however abused, by 
the wicked, claim grateful attention, and, in our 
favored land, are accompdnied with much fupe- 
rior advantages. We have rhagiftrates of integri- 
ty arid eminence, and a refpectable number of pri- 
vate characters of zeal and talents, who, fully ap- 
prized of the odious nature, and pernicious tenden~ 
cy of vice, oppofe to it, with firmnefs, their influ- 
ence, their remon{trances, and their authority. 
Many commodious places of worthip, o¢cupied by 
worthy, and fome by able minifters, are erected in 
various parts of the country, and others adorn 
our cities. Now to effectually difperfe the élouds 
in which out hemifphere is involved, thefe fcat- 
tered luminaries, of mild, and cheering radiance 

have only to concentrate their rays. r, in other 
words, thefe friends of order and of piety, with 
all benevolent inftitutions, feminaries of virtuous 
education, and the laws of the land on their fide 

to enfure fuccefs, need but combine their efforts: 
and ftrike fyftematically at stn. To produce dese 
bighly necefjary arrangements, is the defign of tbis 
Repofitory. A defign, in the execution of which, 
it is evident, from its complex, and extenfive na- 
ture, there muft be a concurrence, in the firft in- 
ftance,; of a number of the more liberal, and diftin- 
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guithed friends to religion. Minifters of the 
gofpel, in this ftate, efpecially, by a liberal 
combination of their abilities, and their prayers, it 
is confidently expected will largely contribute to 
the fuccefs of this adventurous enterprize. Their 
efforts, though, it muft be owned, will be unavail- 
ing, without they are feconded by the fpirited aid, 
of other deferving characters, of both fexes. 
This it is, with pleafure, prefumed will promptly 
be done. Befides, may we not expect, on juft 
erounds, that when our intention, and joint exer= 
tions, come to be known abroad, fome of our ven- 
erable fathers in our fifter ftates, and even beyond 
the Atlantic, will refpectfully notice our imperfect 
imitation of their mafterly periodical productions, 
and generoufly affift us by their fervent fupplica- 
tions at the throne of grace, and the mellow 
fruits of their experienced pens ? But if in our 
pleafing hopes, and earneft wifhes, in reference to 
this adventitious fupport, we fhould not eventually 
be gratified, the refources on which we can more 
confidently rely, with a {mall degree of attention 
to the means of mental improvement and delight 
muft be inexhauftible. 

TuovuGu [have not had the happinefs to hear 
from all the worthy perfons I took the liberty to 
addrefs in my circular letter, I flatter myfelf it may 
be afcribed, in moft inftances, to failures 
in conveyance; and hope many {fubfcribers to 
this work will honor me, with their occa- 
fional correfpondence. Every individual of 
our race is deeply concerned in all that refpects 
the nature, and profperity of religion, a fuperin- 
tending Providence, and the world tocome. As 
the fubjects of this conviction, we muft be feeling- 
ly fenfible of our obligations to illuitrate, diffufe, 
and confirm truths which we know to be effential 
in their influence, to the dignity and true interefts of 
the 
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the human race. It is readily granted, that what 
we may be able to communicate on thefe impor- 
tant points, can be no more than a drop toa foun- 
tain, if compared to the confluent teftimony in 
their favor, which, like a ftrong and majeftic 
current, has rolled down with a long fuccefhon of 
ages. For the fame reafon, however, that .any 
individual, as /ucb, withholds his fupport from the 
truth, another may, a// may, to its utter fuppref- 
fion. The largeft number confifts of units, and 
drops both conftitute, and increafe the beauty, 
foree, and magnificence of rivers, feas, and oceans. 
In fine, the feafonablenefs and neceffity of fome- 
thing like the prefent attempt, appear to be obvi- 
ous to every one ; the only difference ofopinion that 
can arife on the fubject, muft refpect the mode 
of conducting it, This is, indeed, a matter of 
ferious difficulty, and importance. I freely 
own myfelf to be very unequal to a bufinefs of 
fuch delicacy and magnitude. But Iam confoled 
with ahope, that my deficiencies will be in fome 
degree concealed, by friendly affiftance, till the 
arduous concern can be placed in more compe- 
tent hands. It would give me great pleafure to 
refign it to any perfon whofe leifure from ftill more 
important duties, whofe ability, tafte, conftitution, 
and more extenfive acquaintance, and correfpon. 
dence, might more efleaually preclude an unfa- 
vorable iffue, and better enfure success. Of this, 
fome of the happy refults would be, a more gene- 
ral, and intimate acquaintance among the wife 
and good, a diminution of their ditferences, and 
alienation, greater coincidence in their defigns 
and efforts, a general collection and eafy communi- 


® cation of interefting intelligence, the permanence, 


and confpicuity, of fugitive and dormant produc. 


>> tions of piety and genius, the embalming of wor- 





thy characters, and the prefervation of {uch facts, 
and 
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and experiences, as may ¢xtend a benign influence 
to unborn generations. Under a lively fenfe of 
high refponfibility, I earneftly intreat my readers, 
to join me in fervently praying that this Repofito, 
ry, thro’ cop’s bleffing on our joint exertions, may 
become a confluence of numerous rills of virtue, 


Piety, and falutary knowledge, | 
Tus EDITOR, 








